News to
Facebook feature
MyParishCouncil

AUTO POST NEWS TO FACEBOOK
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Background

A social media is used more and more by councils. A method was needed to both reduce the time
needed to ensure information is shared on multiple digital channels and that the council maintained
control of what is published in its name.

Given clerks and admins already have access to publish news on the website it became a natural
extension to have that news published to a councils Facebook page at the same time.

“Write once, publish twice”

Details

The news to Facebook feature of the template allows existing authorised users of the website News
feature to automatically post to the councils Facebook page. The only thing needed is to authorise
the website to do this. Below are the details of how to do it.

Step 1 Collect the information you will need to complete the authorisation on the councils
Facebook page. Step 1 requires the login and password to access
https://developers.facebook.com/apps/

Once logged in the screen will look something like this.

C n | hitps://developersfacebook com Qs e

0
i
|

Apps

Filter by Recentlyused
®) All Apps (6)

Restricted (1) RRA

&0 Meta Build with Meta Support

O 6@ X ino

Step 2 creation of the App in Facebook which enables the posting of news from the website

Click the Create App button which should be in the top right of the screen.

This will bring up a new screen where you give the app a name and the contact email to be used. See
below.
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https://developers.facebook.com/apps/

developersfacebook.com

als =

Required actions
Create an app

D App details

App name

App contact email

Example filled in

& © @ [ nhiipsy/developersfacebook.com/apps

Tools

gl - &
Suppon  Apps  Requeed actons

Create an app
B App details

Agp name
This i5 e apc name that wil show on

vy Agps 1 your ap9 1 ange tne nam et
An Example Name

App contact email

This s 0. Mke sure check reguiary. We May Contact you about BOIKSes, 300 restric overy
‘support@myparisheouncil.co.ul|
Cancel

Step 3 select the “Next” button bottom right

The following screen should appear. The “Add use cases” to use is at the bottom of the screen and is
called “Other” see below

. Apps
Create an app

Required actions

& App details. () usecases

Add use cases

Looking for something else?

1f you need something that isn' shown above, you can see more options by selecting Other
Other

Explore other products and data permissions such 5 ads management, WhatsApp and more. You'll be asked 10 select an app type and then you can
add the permissions and products you need.

cancel

e ([
Step 4 Having selected “Next” you set the App type — In this case “Business” see below
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Support  Apps

Required actions

Create an app

Select an app type
The app type can't be changed after your app is created. Leam more

D Type
(D petails

Business L)
&  Create or manage business assets like Pages, Events, Groups, Ads, Messenger, WhatsApp, and
Instagram using the available business permissions, features and products.

Consumer
Connect consumer products and permissions, like Facebook Login to your app.

cancel m

Step 5 With the above done you will see a new screen with a summary of what you previously

selected. Check the details and then select “Create App” button which should be bottom right of the
screen window.

Suppoit  Apps

Required actions

Create an app

App name
This is the app name that will show on your My Apps page and associated with your app ID. You can change the name Iater in Settings.

@ Type
(D petails

An Example Name 15/30

App contact email
This is the email address we'll use 1o contact you about your app. Make sure ftis an address you check regularly. We may contact you about
policies, of recovery if your app is deleted or

support@myparishcouncil.co.uk

Business portfolio - Optional
Connecting a business portfolio to your app is only required for certain products and permissions. Youlll be asked to connect a business
partfolio when you request access to those products and permissions.

No business portfolio selected -

By proceeding, you agree to the Meta Platform Terms and Developer Policies

After selecting “Crete App” it may ask you for your Facebook password again but the end result is
that you should see this screen. Make a note of the “App ID:” Leave this tab open in your browser as
you will need it later.

Support  Apps  Required actions

AnExample Name v App ID: 916124970731808 App Mode: Development @ Live App type: Business @ elp

ﬂﬁ Dashboard

Required actions
Add products to your app

We've streamlined the app creafion process by surfacing the producis and permissions needed to build the app type you selected.

@ App settings
App roles
£\ Alerts

©

) App Review Messenger

Customize the ctwith people on
Products
Activity log Read Docs )
i= Activity log

Make a note of the App ID

Marketing API

Integrate Facebook Marketing APl with your app.

Read Docs Setup

Commerce

Intearate Facebook Commerce API with vour a0o.

® S

Instagram

sinesses to manage
ish content, track

Read Docs Setup

App Events.

Understand how
Read Docs Setup

Fundraisers

Create and manage fundraisers for charities.

WhatsApp

Integrate with WhatsApp

Read Docs Setup

Audience Network

Monetize your app and grow revenue with ads from
Meta advertisers.

Read Docs setup

Jobs

Post jobs to the Facebook platiorm and receive

Step 6 You now need to set the permissions for the app and place that information in the website

configuration.
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Go to https://developers.facebook.com/tools/explorer, ensure you are logged in with the same
Facebook identity as used to create the app. A new screen will appear like the one below.

Step 7 select the App you just created from the drop down menu.

Select the app you just created

‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘

Add Permission \

Now add permissions, You select the “Add permission” drop down and then the “Events Groups
Pages” options.

The 3 you are looking for are

e Pages_manage_posts
e Pages_read_engagement
e Page_show_list

FYI It is @ multi-select, so just scroll up and down and click on the ones needed.

3 options selected -
' pages_manage_engagement

pages_manage_instant_articles

pages_manage_metadata
+/ pages_manage_posts

pages_messaging

pages_messaging_phone_number

pages_messaging_subscriptions

pages_read_engagement

pages_read_user_content

Step 8 You are now going to “Generate Access Token”. This is the blue bar towards the top right of
the screen. Once pressed it may prompt you for your credentials. Once they are entered, it will ask
you to select the council page on Facebook that you want the App to go to and therefore which
Facebook page the website will have permission to send posts to. In this example there is a page
called “News Posts”. For your implementation it will be the council’s page. We called the app “An
Example Name” which you will see mentioned in the 1 sentence of the screen grab.
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1) Log in With Facebook - Work - Microsoft Edge. - o x

) hitps//www.facebookcom/v22.0/dialog/oauth?response_type=to.. B A

on e | &~

Choose the Pages you want An Example Name to access
Later, you'll be able to review what An Example Name will be able to do
with the Pages you select.

Optin to all current and future Pages
This will give An Example Name access to your current Pages, in addition to any
Pages that you create in the future.

@ Optin to current Pages only
This will only give An Example Name access ta the Pages you salect

Select all 1 asset selected

. News Posts
583902798133529

Once you select “Continue”, it will give you a summary like the one below. Just finish by selecting
“Save”

€9 Log in With Facebook - Wark - Microsoft Edge - 0o X

() https//www.facebook.com/v22.0/dialog/oauth?response_type=to.. B A

oY | &~

Review An Example Name's access request

Create and manage content on your Page
1 Page selected

Manage comments on your Page
1 Page selected

Read content posted on the Page
1 Page selected

Read user content on your Page
1 Page selected

Show a list of the Pages you manage
1 Page selected

- 3

Step 9
You have now generated the “Access Token”. You will see it towards the top right of the screen as a
long string of characters. Copy it using thisicon.

“ hosass Token

Step 10 Making the App live.

To do this return to the tab in your browser that is showing the app details. It looks like this from
Step 5

- mpmoszeIIEe g Mode: Doweiopment @) L App type: Busine T

Add products to your app

o ® & )

51 App Review - Massoer Iewgram WhstsAze:
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To get the app live we must first provide a privacy link. This would normally be a link to your privacy
policy on your website. To add it to the app open “App setting” and Select “Basic”

-

We will see this

Show and copy
“App secret”

ggggggggg

sssss

eeeeeeee

Copy your
website privacy  reomom
policyurland .
paste here

Save changes
when done

nnnnnn

As indicated in the annotated example above.

1. Paste your website privacy policy url into the correct box

2. Select “Show and the make a copy of the “App Secret”. You need to send us that so we can
complete your setup

3. Save changes when you are done,

You can now move the “App Mode” slider from “Development” to “Live”

[ An Example Name v App ID: 916124970731808 App Mode: Development ~ (@) Live

Step 11 You are now ready to send us the details so we can enable the back end for you.

Just send an email to support@myparishcouncil.co.uk with the following 3 bits of information.

1. ApplID
2. App secret
3. User access token.

Conclusion

Most of the configuration is to do with setting up the app and giving that permission in Facebook. So
that is subject to change. We will complete the setup for your site within a working day of getting
your email.
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